
 

East Newark Public School 

 

Social Studies Curriculum 

Grade 5 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5th Grade Social Studies Curriculum            



EAST NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOL 

 
Course Description 
Social Studies is the integrated study of social sciences and humanities. In order to make sense of the world, students 

will analyze people, places, events, and issues from multiple perspectives, across times, finding relationships with, and 

implications for their own everyday experiences. It is, therefore, the purpose of the social studies department, to provide 

students opportunities for meaningful development and application of skills and dispositions to be used within and 

between academic disciplines. As such, students will acquire and hone skills needed for participation in democratic 

society, for developing interpersonal relationships, and providing the capability to succeed in their personal and 

professional endeavors upon the completion of their education within the East Newark Public School. 

 
Course Resources 

1. New Jersey Student Learning Standards for Social Studies 
- https://www.state.nj.us/education/cccs/2014/ss/standards.pdf 

2. USA Studies Weekly - Ancient America to Reconstruction 
 
 
Pacing Guide 
 

Quarter Topics Covered Standards Resources 

1 ● World/U.S.Geography 
● U.S. States and Regions 
● American Indian Nations 
● Causes & Effects of European 

Colonization (How did it all begin?) 
● Spanish and Portuguese Explorers 
● English and French Explorers 
● Dividing the New World 

● 6.1.8.A.1.a 
● 6.1.8.B.1.a 
● 6.1.8.B.1.b 
● 6.1.8.C.1.a 
● 6.1.8.C.1.b 
● 6.1.8.D.1.a 
● 6.1.8.D.1.b 
● 6.1.8.D.1.c 

USA Studies Weekly 
(Ancient America to 

Reconstruction) 

2 ● Early English Colonies 
● New England Colonies 
● Middle Colonies 
● Southern Colonies 
● Slavery in the Colonies 
● Mounting Tensions 
● Declaring Independence 

● 6.1.8.A.2.a 
● 6.1.8.A.2.b 
● 6.1.8.A.2.c 
● 6.1.8.B.2.a 
● 6.1.8.B.2.b 
● 6.1.8.C.2.a 
● 6.1.8.C.2.b 
● 6.1.8.C.2.c 
● 6.1.8.D.2.a 
● 6.1.8.D.2.b 
● 6.1.8.A.3.a 
● 6.1.8.B.3.c 
● 6.1.8.C.3.a 
● 6.1.8.D.3.a 
● 6.1.8.D.3.b 
● 6.1.8.D.3.d 
● 6.1.8.A.5.a 

USA Studies Weekly 
(Ancient America to 

Reconstruction) 

3 ● The Revolutionary War 
● Growing Pains 
● The Constitution 
● Plans for the New Government 
● Government of the People 
● Louisiana Purchase 
● War of 1812 

● 6.1.8.A.3.b 
● 6.1.8.A.3.c 
● 6.1.8.A.3.d 
● 6.1.8.A.3.f 
● 6.1.8.A.3.g 
● 6.1.8.B.3.a 
● 6.1.8.C.3.b 
● 6.1.8.C.3.c 

USA Studies Weekly 
(Ancient America to 

Reconstruction) 



● 6.1.8.D.3.c 
● 6.1.8.D.3.d 
● 6.1.8.D.3.e 
● 6.1.8.D.3.f 
● 6.1.8.D.3.g 
● 6.1.8.A.4.a 
● 6.1.8.A.4.b 
● 6.1.8.B.4.a 
● 6.1.8.B.4.b 

4 ● Early Westward Expansion 
● Westward Ho! 
● Industry vs. Agriculture 
● Conflicts and Compromises 
● The Civil War 
● The War Continues 
● Reconstruction 

● 6.1.8.C.3.c 
● 6.1.8.A.4.b 
● 6.1.8.B.4.a 
● 6.1.8.B.4.b 
● 6.1.8.C.4.b 
● 6.1.8.C.4.c 
● 6.1.8.D.4.a 
● 6.1.8.D.4.b 
● 6.1.8.A.5.b 
● 6.1.8.B.5.a 
● 6.1.8.C.5.a 
● 6.1.8.C.5.b 
● 6.1.8.D.5.a 
● 6.1.8.D.5.b 
● 6.1.8.D.5.c 
● 6.1.8.D.5.d 

USA Studies Weekly 
(Ancient America to 

Reconstruction) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 1 

 

Timeframe September-October 

Resources ● USA Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● USA Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 



● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 

Essential Questions 1. What are the major physical features of the United States? 
2. What are the natural regions of the United States? 
3. How do the cultural aspects of ancient civilizations/historic tribes compare? 
4. What were the causes and effects of European colonization in the United States 

beginning in 1565? 
5. What were the motives and accomplishments of early Spanish and Portuguese 

explorers? 
6. What were the motives and accomplishments of early French and English explorers? 
7. What were the benefits of the interactions between American Indians, explorers, and 

colonists through the Columbian Exchange? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Describe technological developments that shaped European exploration. 
2. Identify ways good citizens go beyond basic civic and political responsibilities to 

improve government and society. 
3. Interpret current and historical information using a variety of geographic tools. 
4. Identify major United States physical features on a map of North America. 
5. Use geographic knowledge and skills when discussing current events.  
6. Understand how the physical environment supports and constraints human activities 

and how human activity affects the physical environment. 
7. Compare cultural aspects of ancient American civilizations 
8. Identify and compare the cultural aspects of American Indian tribes from different 

geographic regions of North America. 
9. Explain when, where, and why groups of people explored, colonized, and settled in the 

United States. 
10. Describe the accomplishments of significant individuals during the colonial period. 
11. Explain the economic patterns of early European colonists. 
12. Use primary and secondary sources to understand history. 
13. Describe the technological developments that shaped European exploration. 
14. Investigate (nationality, sponsoring country, motives, dates and routes of travel, 

accomplishments) the European explorers. 
15. Describe interactions among Native Americans, Africans, English, French, Dutch, and 

Spanish for control of North America. 
16. Identify the economic, political and socio-cultural motivation for colonial settlement.  
17. Identify how trade promoted economic growth in North American from pre-Columbian 

times to 1850. 
18. Recognize the positive and negative effects of voluntary trade among Native 

Americans, European explorers, and colonists. 
19. Describe the introduction, impact and role of slavery in the colonies. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.1.a: Compare and contrast forms of governance, belief systems, and family 
structures among African, European, and Native American groups. 

● 6.1.8.B.1.a: Describe migration and settlement patterns of Native American groups, 
and explain how these patterns affected interactions in different regions of the Western 



Hemisphere. 
● 6.1.8.B.1.b: Analyze the world in spatial terms (e.g., longitude, latitude) using historical 

maps to determine what led to the exploration of new water and land routes. 
● 6.1.8.C.1.a: Evaluate the impact of science, religion, and technology innovations on 

European exploration 
● 6.1.8.C.1.b: Explain why individuals and societies trade, how trade functions, and the 

role of trade during this period. 
● 6.1.8.D.1.a: Compare and contrast gender roles, religion, values, cultural practices, and 

political systems of Native American groups. 
● 6.1.8.D.1.b: Explain how interactions among African, European, and Native American 

groups began a cultural transformation. 
● 6.1.8.D.1.c: Evaluate the impact of the Colombian Exchange on ecology, agriculture, 

and culture from different perspectives. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessment 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 
are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 



● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 2 

 

Timeframe November-January 

Resources ● USA Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● USA Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 
● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 



Essential Questions 1. Why were the early English colonies (Roanoke, Jamestown, Plymouth) founded? 
2. What are the characteristics of the New England Colonies (Massachusetts Bay, Rhode 

Island, Connecticut and New Hampshire)? 
3. What are the characteristics of the Middle Colonies (New York, New Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, and Delaware)? 
4. What are the characteristics of the Southern Colonies (Georgia, Virginia, Maryland and 

the Carolinas)? 
5. How did the triangular trade system work? 
6. What events created tensions in the colonies? 
7. What events prompted colonists to declare independence? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Use primary and secondary sources to understand history. 
2. Describe interactions among American Indians, Africans, English, French, Dutch, and 

Spanish for control of North America. 
3. Identify the economic, political and socio-cultural motivation for colonial settlement.  
4. Identify how trade promoted economic growth in North America from pre-Columbian 

times to 1850. 
5. Recognize the positive and negative effects of voluntary trade among American 

Indians, Euroepan explorers, and colonists.  
6. Compare characteristics of New England, Middle and Southern colonies. 
7. Identify significant individuals responsible for the development of the New England, 

Middle and Southern colonies. 
8. Demonstrate an understanding of political, economic, and social aspects of daily 

colonial life in the thirteen colonies. 
9. Describe the introduction, impact, and role of slavery in the colonies. 
10. Describe a market economy, and give examples of how the colonial and early American 

economy exhibited these characteristics. 
11. Identify the contributions of foreign alliances and individuals to the outcome of the 

Revolution. 
12. Identify and locate the original thirteen colonies on a map of North America. 
13. Identify and explain significant events leading up to the American Revolution. 
14. Identify significant individuals and groups who played a role in the American Revolution. 
15. Differentiate political ideas of Patriots, Loyalists, and undecided during the American 

Revolution. 
16. Compare forms of political participation in the colonial period to today. 
17. Explain the significance of historical documents including key political concepts, origins 

of these concepts, and their role in American independence. 
18. Examine and compare major battles and military campaigns of the American 

Revolution. 
19. Identify the Declaration of Independence’s grievances and Article of Confederation’s 

weaknesses. 

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.2.a: Determine the roles of religious freedom and participatory government in 
various North American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.A.2.b: Explain how and why early government structures developed, and 
determine the impact of these early structures on the evolution of American politics and 
institutions 



● 6.1.8.A.2.c: Explain how demographics (i.e., race, gender, and economic status) 
affected social, economic, and political opportunities during the Colonial era. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.a: Determine factors that impacted emigration, settlement patterns, and 
regional identities of the colonies. 

● 6.1.8.B.2.b: Compare and contrast how the search for natural resources resulted in 
conflict and cooperation among European colonists and Native American groups in the 
New World. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.a: Compare the practice of slavery and indentured servitude in Colonial labor 
systems. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.b: Explain the system of mercantilism and its impact on the economies of the 
colonies and European countries. 

● 6.1.8.C.2.c: Analyze the impact of triangular trade on multiple nations and groups. 
● 6.1.8.D.2.a: Analyze the power struggle among European countries, and determine its 

impact on people living in Europe and the Americas. 
● 6.1.8.D.2.b: Compare and contrast the voluntary and involuntary migratory experiences 

of different groups of people, and explain why their experiences differed. 
● 6.1.8.A.3.a: Examine the ideals found in the Declaration of Independence, and assess 

the extent to which they were fulfilled for women, African Americans, and Native 
Americans during this time period. 

● 6.1.8.B.3.c: Use maps and other geographic tools to evaluate the impact of geography 
on the execution and outcome of the American Revolutionary War. 

● 6.1.8.C.3.a: Explain how taxes and government regulation can affect economic 
opportunities, and assess the impact of these on relations between Britain and its North 
American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.a: Explain how the consequences of the Seven Years War, changes in British 
policies toward American colonies, and responses by various groups and individuals in 
the North American colonies led to the American Revolution. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.b: Explain why the Declaration of Independence was written and how its key 
principles evolved to become unifying ideas of American democracy. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.d: Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the 
causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 

● 6.1.8.A.5.a: Explain how and why the Emancipation Proclamation and the Gettysburg 
Address continue to impact American life. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessments 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 



● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 
are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 3 

 

Timeframe February-April 

Resources ● USA Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● USA Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 
● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 

Essential Questions 1. What were the major events of the American Revolution? 
2. What was George Washington’s role as the commander of the Continental Army? 
3. What were the problems the new nation faced after the conclusion of the Revolutionary 

War? 
4. What is the role of the Constitution? 
5. What are the rights and responsibilities of U.S. citizens? 
6. What were the views of government expressed by the Federalists and Anti-Federalists? 



7. What is the structure and function of the U.S. government? 
8. What events surrounded the Louisiana Purchase? 
9. What were the causes and effects of the War of 1812 and westward expansion? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Use primary and secondary sources to understand history. 
2. Utilize timelines to identify and discuss American History time periods. 
3. Describe interactions among Native Americans, Africans, English, French, Dutch, and 

Spanish for control of North America. 
4. Identify significant individuals and groups who played a role in the American 

Revolution. 
5. Examine and explain the changing roles and impact of significant women during the 

American Revolution. 
6. Examine and compare major battles and military campaigns of the American 

Revolution. 
7. Identify the contributions of foreign alliances and individuals to the outcome of the 

Revolution. 
8. Explain economic, military, and political factors which led to the end of the 

Revolutionary War. 
9. Evaluate the personal and political hardships resulting from the American Revolution. 
10. Identify ways good citizens go beyond basic civic and political responsibilities to 

improve government and society. 
11. Trace the development of technology and the impact of major inventions on business 

productivity during the early development of the United States. 
12. Identify and locate the original thirteen colonies on a map of North America. 
13. Use geographic knowledge and skills when discussing current events. 
14. Explain the significance of historical documents including key political concepts, origins 

of these concepts, and their role in American independence. 
15. Identify the contributions of foreign alliances and individuals to the outcome of the 

Revolution. 
16. Discuss the impact and significance of land policies developed under the Confederation 

Congress (Northwest Ordinance of 1787) 
17. Identify the Declaration of Independence’s grievances and Articles of Confederation’s 

weaknesses. 
18. Define a constitution and discuss its purposes. 
19. Describe how concerns about individual rights led to the inclusion of the Bill of Rights in 

the U.S. Constitution and identify the fundamental rights of all citizens as enumerated in 
the Bill of Rights. 

20. Analyze how the Constitution has expanded voting rights from our nation’s early history 
to today. 

21. Explain how and why the United States government was created. 
22. Compare Federalist and Anti-Federalist views of government. 
23. Examine the foundations of the United States legal system by recognizing the role of 

the courts in interpreting law and settling conflicts. 
24. Describe a market economy, and give examples of how the colonial and early 

American economy exhibited these characteristics. 
25. Explain the definition and origin of rights. 
26. Describe the organizational structure (legislative, executive, judicial branches) and 

powers of the federal government as defined in Articles I, II, and III of the U.S. 
Constitution. 

27. Give examples of powers granted to the federal government and those reserved for the 
states. 

28. Describe the causes and effects of the Louisiana Purchase. 
29. Identify roles and contributions of significant people during the period of westward 

expansion. 
30. Explain the importance of the explorations west of the Mississippi River. 
31. Identify the causes and effects of the War of 1812. 
32. Explain how westward expansion affected Native Americans. 



Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.8.A.3.b: Evaluate the effectiveness of the fundamental principles of the Constitution 
(i.e., consent of the governed, rule of law, federalism, limited government, separation of 
powers, checks and balances, and individual rights) in establishing a federal 
government that allows for growth and change over time. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.c: Determine the role that compromise played in the creation and adoption of 
the Constitution and Bill of Rights. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.d: Compare and contrast the Articles of Confederation and the United States 
Constitution in terms of the decision-making powers of national government. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.f: Explain how political parties were formed and continue to be shaped by 
differing perspectives regarding the role and power of federal government. 

● 6.1.8.A.3.g: Evaluate the impact of the Constitution and Bill of Rights on current day 
issues. 

● 6.1.8.B.3.a: Assess how conflicts and alliances among European countries and Native 
American groups impacted the expansion of the American colonies. 

● 6.1.8.C.3.b: Summarize the effect of inflation and debt on the American people and the 
response of state and national governments during this time. 

● 6.1.8.C.3.c: Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the 
institution of slavery and on the economic and political development of the country 

● 6.1.8.D.3.c: Analyze the impact of George Washington as general of the American 
revolutionary forces and as the first president of the United States. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.d: Analyze how prominent individuals and other nations contributed to the 
causes, execution, and outcomes of the American Revolution. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.e: Examine the roles and perspectives of various socioeconomic groups (e.g., 
rural farmers, urban craftsmen, northern merchants, and southern planters), African 
Americans, Native Americans, and women during the American Revolution, and 
determine how these groups were impacted by the war. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.f: Analyze from multiple perspectives how the terms of the Treaty of Paris 
affected United States relations with Native Americans and with European powers that 
had territories in North America. 

● 6.1.8.D.3.g: Evaluate the extent to which the leadership and decisions of early 
administrations of the national government met the goals established in the Preamble 
of the Constitution. 

● 6.1.8.A.4.a: Explain the changes in America’s relationships with other nations by 
analyzing policies, treaties, tariffs, and agreements. 

● 6.1.8.A.4.b: Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of 
land through annexation, diplomacy, and war. 

● 6.1.8.B.4.a: Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on 
the expansion and economic development of the United States. 

● 6.1.8.B.4.b: Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of 
conflicts with and resettlement of Native Americans. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 



o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessments 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 
are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quarter 4 

 

Timeframe April-June 

Resources ● USA Studies Weekly Student Edition 
● USA Studies Weekly Teacher Supplement 
● Literature Links 
● World Map 
● Primary Source Documents 
● BrainPop 

Essential Questions 1. Who influenced westward expansion and what were their contributions? 
2. Why did people choose to make the journey westward, and who chose to go? 
3. What was life like in the North and South during the first half of the 19th century? 
4. What conflicts eventually led to the Civil War? 
5. Why did the South decide to secede? 
6. What was the impact of the Emancipation Proclamation? 
7. What role did women play during the Civil War? 
8. What was Lincoln’s plan to reunite the North and South? 

Essential Learning 
Outcomes 

1. Identify roles and contributions of significant people during the period of westward 
expansion. 

2. Explain the importance of the explorations west of the Mississippi River. 
3. Identify ways good citizens go beyond basic civic and political responsibilities to 

improve government and society. 
4. Trace the development of technology and the impact of major inventions on business 

productivity during the early development of the United States. 



5. Use geographic knowledge and skills when discussing current events. 
6. Examine 19th century advancements (canals, roads, steamboats, flat boats, overland 

wagons, Pony Express, railroads) in transportation and communication. 
7. Describe the hardships of settlers along the overland trails to the West. 
8. Identify and explain how changes resulting from the Industrial Revolution led to conflict 

among sections of the United States. 
9. Identify the causes of the Civil War, including sectionalism, states’ rights, and slavery, 

and the effects of the Civil War, including Reconstruction and the 13th, 14th, and 15th 
amendments to the U.S. Constitution. 

10. Explain how industry and the mechanization of agriculture changed the American way 
of life. 

11. Locate on a map important political features such as the ten largest urban areas in the 
United States, the 50 states, and regions such as the Northeast, the Midwest, and the 
Southwest. 

12. Identify and describe the types of settlement and patterns of land use in the United 
States. 

13. Describe how and why people have adapted to and modified their environment in the 
United States, past and present. 

14. Analyze the effects of immigration, migration, and limited resources on the economic 
development and growth of the United States. 

15. Explain the impact of American ideas about progress and equality of opportunity on the 
economic development and growth of the United States. 

16. Identify and explain how changes resulting from the Industrial Revolution led to conflict 
among sections of the United States. 

17. Explain how supply and demand affects consumers in the United States. 
18. Identify and compare leadership qualities of national leaders, past and present. 
19. Identify the accomplishments of individuals and groups 
20. Describe various amendments to the U.S. Constitution such as those that extended 

voting rights of U.S. citizens  

Technology Infusion ● 8.1.5.A.1: Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a 

variety of tasks including solving problems. 

● 8.1.5.A.2: Format a document using a word processing application to enhance text and 

include graphics, symbols and/ or pictures. 

● 8.1.5.A.3: Use a graphic organizer to organize information about a problem or issue. 

● 8.1.8.A.2: Create a document (e.g. newsletter, reports, personalized learning plan, 

business letters or flyers) using one or more digital applications to be critiqued by 

professionals for usability. 

Standards ● 6.1.8.C.3.c: Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the 
institution of slavery and on the economic and political development of the country. 

● 6.1.8.A.4.b: Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of 
land through annexation, diplomacy, and war. 

● 6.1.8.B.4.a: Assess the impact of the Louisiana Purchase and western exploration on 
the expansion and economic development of the United States. 

● 6.1.8.B.4.b: Map territorial expansion and settlement, as well as the locations of 
conflicts with and resettlement of Native Americans. 

● 6.1.8.C.4.b: Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and 
water transportation, as well as the economy, in New Jersey and the nation. 

● 6.1.8.C.4.c: Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class 
of different groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted. 

● 6.1.8.D.4.a: Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and 
explain why ethnic and cultural conflicts resulted. 

● 6.1.8.D.4.b: Describe efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other 
issues during the Antebellum period. 

● 6.1.8.A.5.b: Compare and contrast the approaches of Congress and Presidents 



Lincoln and Johnson toward the reconstruction of the South. 
● 6.1.8.B.5.a: Assess the role of various factors (i.e., geography, natural resources, 

demographics, transportation, leadership, and technology) that affected the course and 
outcome of the Civil War. 

● 6.1.8.C.5.a: Assess the human and material costs of the Civil War in the North and 
South. 

● 6.1.8.C.5.b: Analyze the economic impact of Reconstruction on the South from 
different perspectives. 

● 6.1.8.D.5.a: Prioritize the causes and events that led to the Civil War from different 
perspectives. 

● 6.1.8.D.5.b: Analyze critical events and battles of the Civil War and determine how they 
contributed to the final outcome of the war. 

● 6.1.8.D.5.c: Examine the roles of women, African Americans, and Native Americans in 
the Civil War. 

● 6.1.8.D.5.d: Analyze the effectiveness of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the 
United States Constitution from multiple perspectives. 

Integrated 
Accommodations and 

Modifications 

● Special Education Students 
o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 

create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 
o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 

personal interest 
● English Language Learners 

o Invite students to explore different points of view on a topic of study and 
compare. 

o Device used for translation purposes 
● 504 Students 

o Encourage creative expression and thinking by allowing students to choose 
how to approach a problem or assignment. 

o Provide graphic organizers for additional support or encourage students to 
create digital multimedia to showcase knowledge. 

o Extended time for revisions or opportunity to identify and develop areas of 
personal interest 

● Gifted & Talented Students 
o Encourage students to explore concepts in depth and encourage independent 

studies or investigations. 
o Modeling or independent student led research 

Assessments ● Weekly Quizzes 
● Formative Unit Assessments 
● Participation in Classroom Discussions 
● Crossword Puzzle 

Integration of 21st 
Century Learning 

Skills 

● 9.1.12.A.1: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving strategies during structured 
learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.C.4: Demonstrate leadership and collaborative skills when participating in online 
learning communities and structured learning experiences. 

● 9.1.12.D.1: Interpret spoken and written communication within the appropriate cultural 
context. 

Career Education The 12 Career Ready Practices: These practices outline the skills that all individuals need 
to have to truly be adaptable, reflective, and proactive in life and careers. These are 
researched practices that are essential to career readiness. Reading literature and writing 
essays helps one to imagine possibilities and to define personal hopes and dreams. 

Interdisciplinary 
Connections 

● Throughout each unit students are exposed to a variety of interdisciplinary connections 
through the subject matter they read and write about, as well as the art and music they 



are exposed to in the classroom; thereby creating multiple connections to ELA and the 
related arts. For example self-portraits, and oral histories.  

● Reader’s Theater 
● Read Aloud 
● Art Project 
● Primary Source Readings: such as diary or journal entries 
● Nonfiction leveled readers 
● Spatial awareness and ratios as it relates to maps 
● Commerce and Money Concepts 

 

 


